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been arrested and banished to remote parts of the Soviet dominions.
Immunity from capital punishment was one of the privileges of
Lenin's contemporaries and companions according to an unwritten
but sacrosanct Party convention. This privilege of 'the Old Guard'
was not shared, however, by 'the Young Ruffians5, as Nikolaev and
his thirteen fellow prisoners were styled. These latter were now
branded as 'counter-revolutionaries5 and 'neo-Fascists'; and they
were accused of having been in relations with a foreign consul (whose
nationality was not disclosed); but no attempt appears to have been
made to implicate them with the 107 persons who had already been
put to death in the course of the month. The corrupters of the four-
teen * Young Ruffians' were declared to have been Zinoviev and his
fellow deportees; and the fourteen themselves were found to have been
Party members who had all been excluded, at one time or another,
from the Party for the offence of having pursued opposition tactics,
but had most of them been subsequently re-admitted and had then
succeeded in passing the Party purge and forming their counter-
revolutionary cell without coming under suspicion until after they
had accomplished the first of their projected acts of terrorism. All
fourteen were sentenced and shot on the 29th December, 1934; and
by this single stroke the Soviet Union was made safe for Stalinism
and the world outside its borders for Capitalism. The 'die-hards' of
the lost cause of c Permanent Revolution' in the ranks of the Union
Communist Party had been crushed by the Party's own hand, just
as, some six months earlier, in "the Third German Reich', the 'die-
hards' of militant National Socialism had been crushed by the hand
of their Fuhrer.

The chairman of the tribunal in Moscow which passed the death-
sentences of December 1934 was the same Monsieur Ullrich who had
presided over the trial of six British subjects in Moscow in the pre-
vious year; and this other cause cel&bre had been the last sensational
instance of that clash between the Soviet Government and the Third
International,of which the 'Zinoviev Letter' sensation1 had been
the classic example.

The six British employees of a British engineering firm, the Metro-
politan Vickers Company, who were arrested on the llth-12th March
and tried on the 12th-19th April, 1933, were charged with espionage,
bribery and sabotage in connexion with their work in executing a
contract which had been made with their firm by the Soviet Govern-
ment; and the ensuing trial made it evident that the old conflict
of purposes within the bosom of the Union Communist Party was
1 See the Survey for 1924, Part I C, section (iv), pp. 247-31.